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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
Ph.D.  University of Michigan, Social Work and Social Science (Sociology) 
    Dissertation Title: "Black, White, and Many Shades of Gray:   Real Estate Brokers 

and their Racial Practices." 
 
M.S.W. University of Michigan, School of Social Work 
 
B.A.  College of Wooster, Wooster, Ohio, including Washington Semester (Spring 1963) at 

American University, Washington, DC 
 
POSITIONS HELD 
2020-present Scholar in Residence (Director/Founder Emerita), Center for Women’s Welfare, School of 

Social Work, University of Washington 
 
2019-present Senior Lecturer Emerita, School of Social Work, University of Washington; Affiliate, West 

Coast Poverty Center 
 
2000-2019 Senior Lecturer, School of Social Work, University of Washington; Adjunct Faculty, 

Women’s Studies; also, Affiliate, West Coast Poverty Center; member, REECAS (Russian 
East European Central Asia Studies) Faculty 

 
2002-2020 Director, Center for Women’s Welfare, School of Social Work, University of Washington 
 
2009   Senior Specialist Fulbright, Tashkent (Institute of Culture) Samerkand University, Fergana 

University, all in Uzbekistan [consultancy on developing professional social work education] 
  
2006 (Fall) Fulbright Professor, Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic (American University of Central Asia) 
 
1998-2000 Visiting Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, University of Washington 
 
1996-1997 Fulbright Professor, Uzbekistan (Tashkent State University, University of World Economy 

and Diplomacy) 
 
1985- 1996 Director, Women and Poverty Project, Wider Opportunities for Women 
             Research and advocacy on broad range of issues concerning low-income women, 

including welfare, low-wage employment, child care, housing, poverty status, etc. 
 
1991-1992 Visiting Scholar, Institute for Research on Women and Gender, Stanford University 
 
1985- 1986 Visiting Assistant Professor, American University, Department of Sociology , Courses 

taught: Quantitative Methods (advanced), Women in Society. 
 
1980-1985 Director of Research, Center for National Policy Review, Catholic University Law School 

Conducted research, including all phases, from design to grant writing to final report and 
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journal articles; prepared and presented testimony as expert-witness in Congressional 
hearings, academic and non-academic conferences; editor, Civil Rights Research Review 
 

1985  Adjunct Lecturer, Columbus School of Law, Catholic University of America:  
Social Science and the Law. 
 

1984- 1993 Fellow by Courtesy, Center for Social Organization Schools, Johns Hopkins University. 
 
1978- 1979 Honorary Fellow, Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin, Madison 

Research on women in poverty and racial discrimination in housing 
 
1975- 1980 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Illinois at Chicago Circle 

Sociology Courses:  Poverty and Social Welfare, Racial and Ethnic Minorities, Research 
Methods, Social Inequality, Graduate Research Practicum, Sex Roles, Urban Society 

 
1975- 1977 Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, University of Illinois at Chicago Circle,  

  Social Work Courses:  Social Welfare Policy and Services, Race and Poverty, Social 
Science I 

 
1973- 1975 Teaching Fellow, Sociology Department, University of Michigan: 

      Sociological Methods (under supervision of Howard Schuman),          
           Introduction to Sociology (under supervision of Gayl Ness & Marilyn Rosenthal). 

 
1974  Adjunct Lecturer, University of Michigan Extension (Social Work) Ann Arbor: Social 

Welfare Policy and Services I. 
 
1972- 1974     Lecturer, School of Social Work, University of Michigan:  Courses:  Complex Organizations 

(with Sheldon Siegel), Social Welfare Policy and Services (with Fred Cox).  
 
1974  Adjunct Lecturer, University of Michigan, Flint and Dearborn:  
   Community Structure and Processes. 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
1970    English editor (translator), for Rushen Kelesh and Sherif Mardin (Ankara, Turkey) 
1969    Interviewer, Institute of Social Research, University of Michigan 
1968    Research Assistant to Thomas Powell (University of Michigan School of Social Work); research on 

developing consultation and liaisons between a community mental health center and local church 
pastors. 

1968    Research Assistant to John Tropman (University of Michigan School of Social Work); research on 
ethnicity in the community 

1965-7  Peace Corps Volunteer (Turkey).  Community development in a small village (eastern Turkey), and 
                       English teacher in a small town (western Turkey) 
1963    Summer Volunteer, Back Bay Mission (Biloxi, MS) 
1961    Summer Volunteer, Beacon Neighborhood House (Chicago, IL) 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 
2005-present  Whiteley Center Scholar [University of Washington at Friday Harbor]  
2003   Setting the Standard Award, Wider Opportunities for Women (Washington, DC) 
2003   Visionary Research Award, Workforce Development Council (Seattle, WA) 
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1997   Pauline Bart Feminist Activist Award, Sociologists for Women in Society 
1990   Sociological Practice Award from the Society for Applied Sociology 
1977   Faculty Summer Fellowship, University of Illinois 
1974   Rackham Dissertation Grant 
1971-72, 1972-73       Rackham Prize Fellowship 
1968-1970, 1974     National Institute of Mental Health Fellowship 
1964   National Presbyterian Honor Scholarship 
 
RESEARCH GRANTS AND PROJECTS 
Principal Investigator, Ongoing, Development and Calculation of Self-Sufficiency Standard (including Updates), 
1996 – 2020 (funded by Ford Foundation initially, [some via Wider Opportunities for Women until 2002] and 
later by many other foundations, state agencies, etc.), over $2,000,000 total 
 
Principal Investigator, Update of the Self-Sufficiency Standard in 27 states (funded by IKEA), 2017-21 

Principal Investigator, Wages, Work, and Poverty in Washington State, Center for Labor Studies (2006) 
Principal Investigator, Demographic Study (using the Self-Sufficiency Standard) of Poverty in Colorado (2006). 

Principal Investigator, Demographic Study (using the Self-Sufficiency Standard) of Poverty in New Jersey 
(2006). 
 
Principal Investigator, Hardships Study (Pennsylvania), William Penn Foundation [via Women’s Association for 
Women’s Alternatives [WAWA](now PathWays), 2000-2002) 
 
Principal Investigator, Research Initiative of the NET (Nontraditional Education and Training) Project, Women's 
Bureau of the Department of Labor (1991-1992). 
 
Director, Study of Doubled-Up Families, Poverty and Race Research Action Council (1991-1992) 
 
Director, Evaluation of Transitional Housing Programs, Northwest Area Foundation and Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Family Housing Fund (1989-1990) 
 
Project Director, Book on Women in Poverty and Related Activities, Ford Foundation (1983-85) 
 
Principal Investigator, NSF grant on the nature of housing market practices in forty cities (1982-84) 
 
Principal Investigator, National Institute of Education research grant on the relationship between school 

desegregation and housing discrimination (1980-81) 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

2016         The Feminization of Poverty:  Lessons from the American Experience. In O. P. Mathur, V. 
Tandon & A. D. Sarkar, eds., State of the Urban Poor Report 2015:  Gender and Urban 
Poverty. Oxford University Press, New Delhi, India. 

2016          The Feminization of Poverty: Ever Present But Ever Changing, Women’s Post [Kadinlari 
Postasi]. Turkey [online, translated into Turkish] 

2014          Competing Poverty Measures:  An Analysis.  Footnotes [American Sociological 
Association].  Washington, D.C.: January.         
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2009           Battered by the Storm: How the Safety Net Is Failing Americans and How to Fix It, with 

Deepak Bhargava, Timothy Casey, John Cavanagh, Karen Dolan, Peter Edelman, Barbara 
Ehrenreich, Sarita Gupta, Dedrick Muhammad, Steve Savner, Kevin Shih.   Institute of 
Policy Studies, Washington, D.C. 

2008   “Biography of Molly Orshansky”, Encyclopedia of Gender 
 
2007    Introduction, Child Poverty in America Today.   Barbara A. Arrighi and David J. Maume, 

eds., Praeger. 
 
2007   “When Work is Not the Answer:  New Challenges for the Millennium”, [special issue on the 

working poor], Families in Society (Fall)  
 
2004    “The Statistical Measure of Poverty”, in Poverty and Social Welfare in the United States:  An 

Encyclopedia, Gwendolyn Mink and Alice O’Connor, editors.  ABC-CLIO. 
 
2002  “Welfare Reform Now That We Know It:  Enforcing Women’s Poverty and Preventing Self-

Sufficiency”, p. 125-150 in Josefina Figueira-McDonough and Rosemary C. Sarri, eds., 
Women at the Margins:  Neglect, Punishment and Resistance, New York:  Haworth Press. 

 
2002  “Measuring Welfare Reform Success by a Different Standard,” p. 166-186 in From Poverty 

to Punishment:  How Welfare Reform Punishes the Poor, Gary Delgado, Ed., Oakland, CA:  
Applied Research Center. 

 
2001  "The Self-Sufficiency Standard: A New Tool for Evaluating Anti-Poverty Policy," Poverty & 

Race, Vol. 10, No. 2 
 
2000  "Rights and Wrongs of Welfare Reform:  a Feminist Approach to the New American Welfare 

State," Affilia (Special Issue on the New American Welfare- summer 2000)   
 
1999  “Doing the Triple Combination:  Negotiating the Domestic Violence, Child Welfare, and 

Welfare Systems” in Ruth Brandwein, ed., Battered Women, Children, and Welfare Reform: 
The Ties that Bind (Sage, Sage Series on Violence Against Women) 

 
1997  “The State of Women in Uzbekistan,” REECAS Newsletter, Vol. 3, no.2, p.3-10 (Spring). 
 
1995  "Welfare, "Reform", and Women," NCJW Journal (Spring), p. 4-25. 
 
1994  "When Sexual Harassment Happens:  State Unemployment Insurance Coverage of Workers 

Who Leave Employment Because of Sexual Harassment" with Monica Phillips, Stanford Law 
and Policy Review (Spring), Vol. 5:2, p. 75-82. 

 
1993  "Welfare "Reform"?" Equal Means (Fall), p. 9-10. 
 
1993  "Change in the Other America:  Women's Poverty in the 1990s," Women:  A Cultural Review, 

Vol. 4, No. 1 (Spring), p. 1-7. 
 
1992  "Reading Between the Research Lines," Equal Means, Volume 1, No. 3 (Summer). 
 
1992  Review of The Feminization of Poverty: Only in America?,  Kremen, Eleanor, and Gertrude 
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Schaffner Goldberg, eds., (New York: Praeger, 1990) American Journal of Sociology,97,5, p. 
1479-1481. 

 
1991  "Welfare is Not for Women: Why the War on Poverty Cannot Conquer the Feminization of 

Poverty," in Laura Gordon, ed., Women, the State and Welfare (Univ. of Wisconsin Press). 
 
1990  "Bending the Twig in Yonkers: Creating a Segregated Community," National Conference on 

School Desegregation (November 1986); published in Separate But Equal in the Metropolis: 
the Changing Shape of the School Desegregation Battle, Gary Orfield, ed., (Brookings Press). 

 
1990  "Women, Working and Poverty: Toward the Year 2000," in Risks and Challenges: 

Compendium on Women, Work and the Future (Wider Opportunities for Women).  
 
1990  "The Feminization of Poverty," Journal of Peace and Justice Studies, Vol. 2, No.1 (Special 

Issue on Women and Social Justice).  
 
1989  "Prison With No Parole: The Persistence of Women's Poverty," WHY Magazine (Fall/Winter, 

#3) 
 
1989  "Welfare and Women's Poverty:  Reform or Reinforcement?," (with Kelley Ellsworth), 

Journal of Legislation, Vol. 16 (May 1989). 
 
1989  "'Children Having Children':  Teen Pregnancy and Public Policy from a Women's 

Perspective," in Adolescent Pregnancy: International Perspectives (Yale University Press) 
and presented at the Symposium on teen pregnancy, Stanford University. 

 
1988  "Life's Changes:  A Life-cycle Perspective on Women's Economic Status," (with Nadia 

Moritz) Social Thought (Fall, Vol. IX) 
 
1988  "Welfare Reform in 1988:  A Missed Opportunity." San Jose Mercury and National Forum 

(A public service of AFSCME). 
 
1987  "On the Edge:  Marginal Women Workers and Employment Policy," in Ingredients for a 

Women's Employment Policy, C. Bose and G. Spitz, eds., (SUNY Press). 
 
1986  "What Works for Welfare," Food Monitor, (December 1986). 
 
1986  "Women and Unemployment Compensation:  An Agenda," The Women's Economic Justice 

Agenda, for the States Issues of 1987, (National Center for Policy Alternatives). 
 
1986  "Women and Poverty:  An Agenda for the States," America's States (National Center for 

Policy Alternatives). 
 
1986  "Women and Children in Poverty," Southern Changes (Feb.-March, 1986) Vol. 8, No. 1. 
 
1985  (As member of Women's Economic Agenda Working Group), Toward Economic Justice For 

Women:  A National Agenda for Change (Washington, DC:  Institute for Policy Studies). 
 
1985  "Toil and Trouble:  Women and Unemployment Compensation," Signs, 10, 3, p.439-459 

(Spring). Reprinted in Women and Poverty, B. Gelpi, N. Hartsock, C. Novak, M. Strober, 
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eds., (Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1986). 

 
1985  "Beyond Busing:  New Evidence on the Impact of Metropolitan School Desegregation on 

Housing Segregation" in R. Green, ed., Metropolitan School Desegregation (Plenum Press). 
 
1984  “Farewell to Alms:  Women's Fare Under Welfare," in Jo Freeman, 1988 ed., Women:  A 

Feminist Perspective, (Palo Alto:  Mayfield Pub. Co.) Revised in 1988 for 4th edition.  
Reprinted in R. Sadovnik, C. Persell, R. Mitchell, and E. Bauman, Understanding Sociology: 
 Readings in Sociology (Harper and Row). 

 
1983  "The Feminization of Ghetto Poverty," in special issues on the Black underclass of Trans 

Action/Society, William Wilson, ed. (November-December). 
 
1981  "Deciphering the Dynamics of Segregation:  The Role of Schools in the Housing Choice 

Process," The Urban Review, Vol. 13, No. 2, p. 85-101. 
 
1981  "Women and Children:  Alone and in Poverty," with Harriette McAdoo.  Prepared for the 

National Advisory Council on Economic Opportunity (also published as Chapter 1 in the 
Council's Final Report); reprinted, edited version in R. G. Genovese, Families and Change:  
Social Needs and Public Policy.  Also reprinted in the Congressional Record, the 
Grantsmanship News, the Illinois Women's Commission Newsletter, etc.  (N.B.:  As a 
government publication, it has no copyright; therefore, we are not always told of reprintings).  

 
1979  "Gatekeepers and Homeseekers:  Individual and Institutional Factors in Racial Steering," in 

Social Problems 26 (Feb. 1979) p. 325-342.  Reprinted in Richard J. Paterson and Charlotte 
Vaughn, Structure and Process:  Readings in Introductory Sociology (Belmont, CA:  
Wadsworth Publ. Co., 1986).  Reprinted in Richard F. Larsen, ed., The Sociological View 
(Oxford University Press, 1984). 

 
1978  "The Feminization of Poverty:  Women, Work and Welfare," The Urban and Social Change 

Review (Special Issue on Women and Work) Vol. 11, p. 28-36. Republished in Vol. 4, 
Women's Studies Yearbook, Working Women and Families (Sage, 1979). 

 
1978  "Welfare in the Metropolitan Area," (with David Street) Handbook of Contemporary Urban 

Life, David Street, ed. 
 
1973  "Attitude and Action:  A Field Experiment joined to a General Population Survey," (with 

Robert Brannon, Gary Cyphers, Sharlene Hesse, Susan Hesselbart, Irwin Katz, Robert Keene, 
Howard Schuman, and Thomas Viccaro), American Sociological Review 38 (October):  625-
36. 

 
SOFTWARE 
Colorado (statewide) Self-Sufficiency Calculator.  (Similar to Seattle-King County Calculator, see below.) 
 
Seattle-King County Self-Sufficiency Calculator. Together with Congruent, Inc. [local software firm], created 
the Seattle-King County Self-Sufficiency Calculator, including screen design and underlying formulas, available 
to the public online at www.seakingwdc.org. This online calculator provides social service agency clients as well 
as the public information on their Self-Sufficiency Standard and benefit eligibility (including requirements), 
provides an interactive worksheet that allows clients to “test” different wages and/or benefit combinations for its 
wage adequacy (given client’s actual expenses and income), and provides links to public and private websites for 
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further information and/or online applications for assistance. (Developed for Seattle-King County Workforce 
Development Council, Seattle, WA May 2003).  NOTE:  A subsequent statewide calculator, based on this model 
and again built around the Self-Sufficiency Standard, was the winner of Seattle’s 2009 NPower Innovation Award 
(given for most innovative use of technology to reach and aid clients.) 
New York City Self-Sufficiency Calculator.  Wrote underlying formulas for this calculator. Available only with 
password; apply at www.wceca.org . Developed for Women’s Center for Career Advancement and Education, 
New York City (2001-2002) 
 
Pennsylvania Budget Worksheet (online and paper and pencil).  Developed the original budget worksheet 
(which forms the basis of all subsequent Self-sufficiency online calculators), which allows clients to enter their 
actual costs, and determine benefit eligibility for various benefits/subsidies (Food Stamps, childcare assistance, 
Medicaid/CHIP, etc.), and calculate the overall “wage adequacy” of various combinations of wages and benefits.  
Worked with programmer to develop online version, and providing continued support to revise and improve the 
online version.  Online version available at www.pathwayspa.org  Developed for Women’s Association for 
Women’s Alternatives [WAWA], now known as PathWays, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania (1999-present).  
 
REPORTS 
2020  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for South Carolina [Update], Washington State [Update], 

Wyoming [Update]; Connecticut Healthcare Affordability Index (co-authored with Lisa 
Manzer), Prepared for Connecticut Office of Health Strategy, Connecticut Office of the State 
Comptroller [embargoed] 

 
2019  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Connecticut [Update], Demographic Characteristics of 

Households Below Economic Self-Sufficiency in Connecticut 2019, Overlooked and 
Undercounted 2019 Brief: Struggling to Make Ends Meet in Pennsylvania, The Self-
Sufficiency Standard for Wisconsin [Update]  

 
2018   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Arizona [Update], The Self-Sufficiency Standard for 

Colorado [Update], On The Road Exploring Economic Security Pathways In Colorado 2018, 
Overlooked and Undercounted 2018: Struggling to Make Ends Meet in Colorado,  New 
York City Special Series [combined update and demographic report briefs]:  #1-Key 
Findings, #2-Defining Self-Sufficiency in New York City, #3-A City Evolving: How 
Making Ends Meet has Changed in New York City,#4-Race, Ethnicity, and Citizenship,#5-
Gender and Family Structure,#6-Employment, Occupations, and Wages,#7-Work Supports, 
and Technical Brief,   

 
2017  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for North Carolina [Update], North Carolina [Update], 

Michigan [Update], Oregon [Update], and Washington State [Update] 
 
2016  On the Road: Economic Security Pathways for Wyoming 2016 
 
2016  On the Road: Economic Security Pathways for South Carolina 2016 
 
2016  Overlooked and Undercounted:  Struggling to Make Ends Meet in Wyoming 
 
2016  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for… Indiana [Update], Maryland [Update], Wisconsin 

[Update], Wyoming [Update], South Carolina [new] 
 
2015  On the Road: Economic Security Pathways for Connecticut 2015 
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2015  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for… Connecticut [Update], Colorado [Update], Ohio 

[Update] and Oregon [Update],   
 
2014  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for… California [Update], New York City [Update],New 

Jersey [Update], Oregon [Update], Washington State [Update] 
 
2013  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Ohio [Update]. 
 
2012  Overlooked and Undercounted: How the Great Recession Impacted Household Self-

Sufficiency in Pennsylvania  
 
2012  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for… Arizona [Update], Maryland [Update], New Jersey 

[Update], Pennsylvania [Update], Virginia [Update].   
 
2011  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for… Colorado [Update], California [Update], New Jersey 

[Update], Ohio [Update] and Oregon [Update], Washington State [Update] 
 
2010  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for…Nebraska [Update], New York City [Update], New York 

State [update], Pennsylvania [Update]  
 
2010    Overlooked and Undercounted:  Struggling to Make Ends Meet in California  
 
2009    The Self-Sufficiency Standard for …. Indiana [Update], Washington State [Update], 

Mississippi [Update], Illinois [Update], Oklahoma [Update] 
 
2009    Overlooked and Undercounted:  Struggling to Make Ends Meet in Mississippi 
 
2009    Overlooked and Undercounted:  Struggling to Make Ends Meet in Pennsylvania 
 
2008    The Self-Sufficiency Standard for…Montana [Update], Georgia [Update], Indiana [Update], 

California [Update], New Jersey [Update], Pennsylvania [Update], Ohio (new) and Oregon 
(new) 

 
2008    Not Enough to Live On: Characteristics of Households Below the Real Cost of Living in New 

Jersey 
 
2007  Overlooked and Undercounted:  Wages, Work and Poverty in Washington State 

 
2007  Overlooked and Undercounted:  Income Inadequacy in Colorado 
 
2007  Overlooked and Undercounted:  Where Connecticut Stands 
 
2007   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for…Massachusetts [Update], California [Update], Maryland 

[Update], Florida [Update], Wyoming [Update], Colorado [Update]  
 
2006  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for…Pennsylvania [Update], Virginia [Update], Washington 

state [Update], Massachusetts [Update] 
 

2005  The Self-Sufficiency Standards for…Wyoming, New Jersey [Update], West 
Virginia[Update], Washington, DC Metro Area[Update], Indiana [update],  and 
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Connecticut[Update].  Seattle, WA:  University of Washington. 

 
2004   Work – and Work Supports Study.  Prepared for Wider Opportunities for Women 

[summarized as “Coming Up Short:  A Comparison of Wages and Work Supports in 10 
American Communities” available at www.wowonline.org ]   

 
2004  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for…  Wisconsin [update],  …Pennsylvania [Update], and 

New York City [Update], Colorado [Update].  Seattle, WA:  University of Washington. 
 
2003  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for… Alabama, California [update], Delaware, Hawaii, 

Louisiana, Massachusetts [Update], and Mississippi. Seattle, WA:  University of 
Washington. 

 
2003  Overlooked and Undercounted:  A New Perspective on the Struggle to Make Ends Meet in 

California. With Rachel Cassidy.  Prepared for Wider Opportunities for Women and 
Californians for Family Economic self-Sufficiency and Californians for Family Economic 
Self-Sufficiency, a project of the National Economic Development and Law Center. 
Available at www.nedlc.org.  

 
2003  Public Policies & Private Strategies.  Prepared with PathWaysPA, formerly Women’s 

Association for Women’s Alternatives. 
 
2002  Report to NOVIB-OXFAM on Activities and Situation of Women’s NGOs in Uzbekistan and 

Tajikistan:  Efforts and Effects on the Issue of Violence Against Women. Co-author, Nodira 
Azimova, (Sociology Center Sharhva Tavsiya & National University of Uzbekistan) 

 
2002  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for… Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Indiana [Update], Missouri, 

Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey [update], Oklahoma, Virginia, Tennessee, and 
West Virginia [with Jennifer Brooks].  Seattle:  University of Washington. 

 
2001   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Pennsylvania, (2nd Update), for Women's Association for 

Women's Alternatives. Seattle, WA:  University of Washington. 
 
2001   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Washington State, with Jennifer Brooks, for the 

Washington Association of Churches, the Washington Living Wage Movement and the 
Washington Self-Sufficiency Standard Committee 

 
2001   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Colorado, with Jennifer Brooks, for Colorado Fiscal Policy 

Institute 
 
2001   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Kentucky, with Jennifer Brooks, for Kentucky Youth 

Advocates 
 
2001   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Maryland, with Jennifer Brooks, for Advocates for 

Children and Youth and the Center for Poverty Solutions 
 
2001   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Utah, with Jennifer Brooks, for Utah Children 
 
2000   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for South Dakota, with Jennifer Brooks, for South Dakota 

Women Works and South Dakota Community Concepts 
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2000   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for New York State, with Jennifer Brooks, for the State of 

New York 
 
2000   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for New York City, with Jennifer Brooks, for the Women's 

Center for Career Advancement and Education (NYC) 
 
2000   The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Washington, DC Metro Area, with Jennifer Brooks, for 

Wider Opportunities for Women 
 
2000   “The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Wisconsin, with Jennifer Brooks, for the Wisconsin 

Women's Network 
 
1999  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Connecticut, with Jennifer Brooks, for the State of 

Connecticut 
 
1999  The Real Cost of Living:  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for New Jersey,  with Jennifer 

Brooks, for Legal Services of New Jersey Poverty Research Institute and The New Jersey 
Center for Economic Policy and Education 

 
1999  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for the Washington, DC Metropolitan Area, with Jennifer 

Brooks, for Wider Opportunities for Women (Washington, DC) 
 
1999  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Indiana, with Jennifer Brooks, for the Indiana Coalition on 

Housing and Homeless Issues 
 
1999  When Wages Aren’t Enough II:   How the Child Care Works Program Impacts Family Self-

Sufficiency.  Prepared for the Women’s Association for Women’s Alternatives and the 
Philadelphia Citizens for Children and Youth 

 
1999  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Pennsylvania with Jennifer Brooks, for the Women’s 

Association for Women's Alternatives (Pennsylvania- Update). 
 
1998  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Massachusetts with Jennifer Brooks, for the Women’s 

Education and Industrial Union 
 
1998  The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Illinois with Jennifer Brooks, for Women Employed 
 
1998  “When Wages Aren’t Enough:  Using the Self-Sufficiency Standard to Model the Impact of 

Child Care Subsidies on Wage Adequacy”, prepared for the Women’s Association for 
Women’s Alternatives and the Philadelphia Citizens for Children and Youth 

 
1998  “The Road to Self-Sufficiency:  Modeling the Impact of Subsidies Using the Self-Sufficiency 

Standard,” prepared for the Pennsylvania Family Economic Self-Sufficiency Project and the 
Women’s Association for Women’s Alternatives   

 
1997  “The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Pennsylvania,” with Jennifer Brooks with the assistance 

of Janice Hamilton Outtz, for the Women’s Association for Women’s Alternatives 
 
1997  “The Self-Sufficiency Standard for North Carolina,”  with Janice Hamilton Outtz and 
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Jennifer Brooks, prepared for NC Equity Sustainable Family Initiative 

 
1997  “The Self-Sufficiency Standard for the District of Columbia,” with Janice Hamilton Outtz, 

Roberta Spalter-Roth, and Jennifer Brooks 
 
1997  “The Self-Sufficiency Standard for the City of  Alexandria, Arlington County and Fairfax 

County, Virginia” with Janice Hamilton Outtz and Jennifer Brooks 
 
1997  “The Self-Sufficiency Standard for the Montgomery County and Prince George’s County, 

Maryland” with Janice Hamilton Outtz and Jennifer Brooks 
 
1997  “Report on Higher Education in Uzbekistan, With Particular Attention to Issues  

Facing Women Students, with Marfua Tokhtakhodjaeva”, presented to the Ministry of Higher 
Education, Uzbekistan, and Human Rights Officer, United States Embassy, Tashkent 

 
1997  “The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Texas,” with Janice Hamilton Outtz and Jennifer Brooks. 
 
1996  “The Self-Sufficiency Standard for California” 
 
1996  “The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Iowa,” prepared for the Department of Economic 

Development, State of Iowa 
 
1995  "From Welfare to the Workplace:  A Practitioners' Plan," Wider Opportunities for Women, 

Washington, D.C.  
 
1994  "Women Work, Poverty Persists:  A Census-Based Report on Displaced Homemakers and 

Single Mothers in 1990,"  prepared for Women Work!:  A Network for Women's 
Employment [formerly the National Displaced Homemakers Network], Washington, D.C. 

 
1994  "Living on the Edge:  Doubled-Up Families in America," Women and Poverty Project, 

Washington, D.C. 
 
1993  "Breaking with Tradition:  Women and Nontraditional Training in the JTPA System", Final 

Report to the Women's Bureau, U.S. Department of Labor, on Contract #J-9-M-1-0074. 
 
1990  The More Things Change...A Status Report on Displaced Homemakers and Single Parents in 

the 1980's," prepared for the National Displaced Homemakers Network. 
 
1990  "Report on the Impact of Job Training and Welfare-to-Work Programs on Children and Their 

Families in Connecticut," Connecticut Children's Commission. 
 
1990  "Keys to New Lives: A Report on Seven Transitional Housing Programs," prepared for the 

Northwest Area Foundation. 
 
1989  "Final Report:  Low Wage Jobs and Workers:  Trends and Options for Change," (with 

Roberta Spalter-Roth), Institute for Women's Policy Research and Displaced Homemakers 
Network, for the Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration. 

 
1988  "High Skill and Low Pay:  The Economics of Child Care Work" (with Heidi Hartmann), for 

the Child Care Action Campaign; presented at the Child Care Action Campaign Conference 
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at Wingspread (WI). 

 
1988  "Report of Key Findings From a Participant Follow-Up Study," conducted for the District of 

Columbia Private Industry Council (with Vikki Gregory), Gregory Resource Group. 
 
1988  "A Woman's Guide to Welfare Reform," Women and Poverty Project/Institute for Women's 

Policy Research.  
 
1987  "Magnet Schools and Milliken II:  A Survey of Twenty Urban School Districts," prepared for 

David Tatel, Esq. of Hogan and Hartson, on behalf of the Council of Great City Schools. 
 
1986  "Perspectives on Poverty:  Welfare Reform," for the National League of Cities. 
1984  "Final Report to the Potomac Institute on the Civil Rights Issues and Implications of School 

Closings," (September, 1984). 
 
1983  "A Sheltered Crisis:  The State of Fair Housing Opportunity in the Eighties."  Prepared for 

the U.S. Civil Rights Commission Consultation on Persistent Mechanisms of Racial and 
National Origin Discrimination in Housing, (September, 1983). 

 
1983  "The Annual Review of the Chicago Desegregation Plan, Spring 1983," with Joe T. Darden 

and Robert Crain, (March). 
 
1981  "The Impact of Proposed School Closings and Related Changes on the level of Segregation in 

Montgomery County (Maryland)," prepared for the Montgomery County American Civil 
Liberties Union. 

 
1981  "Housing and School Desegregation in Metropolitan Chicago," with Joe T. Darden and 

Reynolds Farley, report to the Chicago Board of Education, February 19, 1981. 
 
1980  "Breaking Down Barriers:  New Evidence on the Impact of Metropolitan School 

Desegregation on Housing Patterns," Final Report on Grant #G-78-01-25, to the National 
Institute of Education. 

 
OTHER PAPERS (UNPUBLISHED) and PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
Alligator Economics: How Hidden Inflation is Driving Inequality and Impoverishing American Households,  
submitted for presentation at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois [however, 
because of the COVID19 pandemic, will be held virtually] 
 
Placing poverty/ Putting Poverty in its Place:  Mapping the Geography of Poverty Using the Self-Sufficiency 
Standard, Presented at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA [because of 
the COVID19 pandemic, was held virtually] (August 2020) 
 
Is There Still a Feminization of Poverty? Answering That Question Through an Intersectional Lens with an 
Alternative Poverty Measure, Presented at the Sociologists for Women in Society meeting, held concurrently with 
the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia (August 2018) 
 
Stretching and Breaking the Safety Net: Inequality Trends in Noncash Assistance After the Great Recession, 
Presented at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Montreal, Quebec (August 2017) 
 
What the Great Recession Hath Wrought, Presented at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, 
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Seattle, Washington (August 2016) 
 
A Bumpy Road Indeed: Managing the Transition from Orphanages to a New Vision of Prevention, Community-
based and Volunteer Provision of Services to Vulnerable Children.  Presented at “Welfare State and Collective 
Action in Central Asia”, put on by the Institut Francais d ’Etudes sur l’ Asie Centrale in Almaty, Kazakhstan at 
KIMEP University (May, 2015). Co-author:  Lyudmila Kim.      
 
Lifting Low-Wage Workers Out of Poverty: An Analysis of Washington State’s Higher Minimum Wage, 
Presented at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting (August 2014) 
 
What Difference Does a Measure Make?  A Three-Fold Comparison with Policy Implications. Presented at the 
Association for Public Policy and Management, Washington, D.C. (November, 2012) 
 
Counting the Poor with Competing Poverty Measures . Presented at the American Sociological Association 
Annual Meeting (August 2012) 
 
 Poverty Measures and Program Provision: Solving the Thresholds Problem, Association for 
Public Policy and Management, Washington, D.C. (November, 2011)  
 
Changing the Federal Poverty Measure...or Not  The Huffington Post, 2010 

Poor Measurement: Changing How We Measure Poverty, [Commentary]   Spotlight on Poverty and Opportunity 
(2009) 

“Poverty Measures Old and New: A Comparison”, Welfare Research and Education Conference, Administration 
for Children and Families, U.S.D.H.S., Washington, D.C. (May, 2009) 
 
“What a Difference a Measure Makes:  New Perspectives on Poverty and New Applications in Anti-Poverty 
Programs”, Montana Family Impact Seminar, Helena, MT (June, 2008)  
 
“A New Agenda for the New Poverty: an Approach Integrating Gender, Race/Ethnic and Working Poor 
Perspectives into “Anti-Poverty” Initiatives”, Paper presented at the Institute for Women’s Policy Research 
Women’s Economic Justice Summit, Atlanta, Georgia (April, 2008) 
 
“What a Difference a Measure Makes:  New Perspectives on Washington State Poverty and New Applications in 
Anti-Poverty Programs”, West Coast Poverty Center series, University of Washington (April, 2008) 
 
“Voices of  Women of Central Asia”, AAUW Forum, Redmond, Washington. 
 
“What Do We Know About the Working Poor in Washington State?”, presented at Working Hard and Not 
Getting Ahead:  A Conversation about the Working Poor In King County, sponsored by the King County 
Workforce Council, (October, 2007) 
 
“Picking up the Pieces – Women’s NGO’s Responding to Families Under Economic and Social Stress in Muslim 
Central Asia”, Annual Meeting of Central Eurasian Studies Society, Seattle, WA (October, 2007) 
 
“Presentation, “Working Towards Self-Sufficiency:  A New Look at Work, Welfare, and Poverty” Administration 
for Children and Youth, U.S. Dept of HHS, Washington, D.C. (June, 2007) 
 
“Transforming under Transition:  Issues and Potentials for Change in the Welfare System in post-Communist 
Central Asia”, REECAS Northwest Conference (April, 2007) 
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“Is the Feminization of Poverty Happening in Central Asia?  A consideration of the Evidence”, Seminar, 
American University of Central Asia (December, 2006)  
 
Presentation at Eurasia and Eastern European Conference on Women’s Studies, Issyk Kul, Kyrgyzstan, 
“Innovative Teaching Methods/Use of Class Exercises” (August, 2006) 
 
Preliminary Findings, Washington State Report on Income Inadequacy, Pierce County CAP Agency (April 2006) 
 
How the Self-Sufficiency Standard Changes Our Understanding of Poverty, National Association for State 
Community Services Programs, Portland, OR, (October 2005). 
 
Analyzing Poverty Using the Self-Sufficiency Standard, Utilities and Transportation Commission Workshop 
Olympia, WA, (September 2005). 
 
Changing Measures, Changing Perspectives: How The Self-Sufficiency Standard Yields New Understandings Of 
The Nature Of Poverty (presented at ASA, August, 2005). 
 
The Self-Sufficiency Standard and Child Poverty, Conference on Child Welfare and Child Poverty, Northwest 
Institute and DSHS, Tacoma, Washington (June, 2004). 
 
Creating and Using Self-Sufficiency Standards, for Rediscovering The Other America:  A National Forum on 
Poverty and Inequality, Society for the Study of Social Problems, Chicago, Illinois (August 2002). 
 
“New Research Tools”, Setting the Standard for American Working Families:  the Self-Sufficiency Summit 
[conference], Washington, D.C. (November, 2003). 
 
“How Come Hardships: Using The Self-Sufficiency Standard to Explain Who Experiences Hardships and to 
Explore Strategies Used to Make Ends Meet Among Post-Welfare and Working Poor Single Mothers”, presented 
at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia (August, 2003) 
 
“The Self-Sufficiency Standard:  The New Questions Asked, the New Answers That Result-- 
A Report from Fifteen States”, APPAM (Association for Public Policy and Management), Washington, DC 
(November 2001) 
 
"Making the Transition:  Using the Self-Sufficiency Standard to Make A Comparative Assessment of Welfare 
Reform", (January 2000) (submitted to ASA 2000) 
 
"Where Massachusetts Families Stand:  Using the Self-Sufficiency Standard and the 1990 Census to Estimate 
Poverty in Massachusetts, by Town" by Laura Russell and Jean Bacon, with Diana Pearce, (January 2000) 
 
“Closing the Door:  Barriers to Women’s Access to Higher Education in Independent Uzbekistan,” 
by Diana Pearce and Marfua Tokhtakhodjaeva, presented at the REECAS (Russian, East European and Central 
Asia Studies) Conference, Portland, Oregon, April 1998;  presented revised version at American Sociological 
Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois (August, 1999) 
 
“The Self-Sufficiency Standard:  How Much is Enough?”, poster presentation at Society for Social Work 
Research, Charleston, South Carolina (January 1999) 
 
“What is Enough?  Measuring Adequacy of Income Using the Self-Sufficiency Standard”, presented at the 



Pearce 
American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Toronto, Ontario, Canada (August, 1997)   
 
"Limited Visions:  An Analysis of the Clinton Welfare Reform Plan" (June, 1994; revised, November, 1994). 
 
"Making Welfare Work:  Performance Standards in Welfare Reform" (May, 1994). 
 
"Filling the Half-Full Glass:  Designing a Welfare System that Works for Women", presented at Women and 
Welfare Reform:  Women's Poverty, Women's Opportunities, and Women's Welfare, U.S. House of 
Representatives, Cannon Office Building, Washington, D.C. (October, 1993). 
 
"The Self-Sufficiency Standard:  A Briefing Paper", (November, 1993) 
 
"Chutes and Ladders: Playing the Low-Wage Employment Game," presented at the American Sociological 
Association Annual Meeting, Cincinnati, Ohio (August, 1991). 
 
"The Herstory of Homelessness: A Women's Perspective on the Housing Crisis," presented at the American 
Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C. (August 1990).  
 
"The Feminization of Poverty: A Second Look," presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, San Francisco, California (August 1989) 
 
"Back to the Future: Women and the Welfare State at the End of the Twentieth Century," presented at the Women 
in the Welfare State Conference, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin (June 1989) 
 
"The Invisible Homeless:  Women and Children," presented at Locked Out:  Women and Housing, Women's 
Research and Education Institute. (1988) 
 
"Taking a Second Look at the Feminization of Poverty," presented at the Women and Public Policy Seminar, 
Harvard University (October 1987). 
 
"The Deservedly Poor and the Unruly Needy: Women and Welfare Reform," (unpublished paper, 1986). 
 
"Part-time Women Workers," presented at the Eastern Sociological Meetings, (April, 1986). 
 
"The Now and Future Impact of the Feminization of Poverty on American Society:  Children, Racial Inequality 
and the Social Welfare Debate,"  (American Sociological Association/Society for the Study of Social Problems 
Annual Meeting, August, 1985). 
 
"Changing Poverty:  Comments on Women and Minorities in the Bishop's Letter" delivered at the Santa Clara 
Conference on the Bishops' Pastoral Letter on Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. Economy, University of 
Santa Clara, (CA), January, 1985. 
 
"Recovery for Whom?  Women and Poverty in the U.S. in the Eighties," presented at the Conference on Religion, 
the Economy and Social Justice, held at the State University of New York, Stoneybrook (November, 1984). 
 
"New Knots or New Nets:  Towards a Model of Advocacy to Meet the Needs of Single Parent Heads of 
Household," prepared for the Conference on Poor Clients Without Lawyers:  What Can Be Done, held at the 
University of Wisconsin Law School (October, 1984) and published in the Clearinghouse Review. 
 
"Lessons Not Lost:  The Impact of School Desegregation on the Racial Ecology of Large American Central 
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Cities," with Robert L. Crain, Reynolds Farley, and Karl Taeuber.  Paper presented at the American Educational 
Research Association Annual Meeting (New Orleans, April, 1984). 
 
"They Never Knocked on My Door:  Women and the War on Poverty," paper presented at the American Political 
Science Association Annual Meeting, (Chicago, Illinois, September, 1983). 
 
"Farewell to Alms:  Women and Welfare Policy in the Eighties."  Paper presented at the American Sociological 
Association Annual Meeting (San Francisco, September, 1982). 
 
"Back to Basics in School Segregation:  The Three R's of Race, Residence, and Resegregation," (unpub. paper). 
"Women's Fare Under Welfare," at conference, Women and Work in the Eighties:  Perspectives From the Thirties 
and Forties, Berkeley, CA, May, 1981. 
 
"Is Racial Steering a Form of Institutional Racism?" presented at Institutional Racism Seminar, University of 
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, September, 1980. 
 
"Institutional Racism in Housing:  Myths and Realities," in For the Record:  Fair Housing, Laws and Social 
Reality, published by the League of Women Voters, Lexington, KY, April, 1980. 
 
EXPERT WITNESS AND TESTIMONY 
Deposition in Nathan Wright v. Family Support Division of the Missouri Department of Social Services et al., 
Case No. 4:19-cv-398 in U.S. District Court, Eastern Division of Missouri, Eastern Division, 12/10/19 [ 
challenging the suspension of drivers’ licenses for nonpayment of child support without taking into account 
ability to pay child support] 
 

Stinnie et al v. Holcomb, Civ. No: 3:16-cv-004. [Summary judgement that Dept. of Motor Vehicles could not 
suspend driver’s licenses for nonpayment of court fees and fines (unrelated to traffic offenses) without regard to 
ability to pay, using the Self-Sufficiency Standard to determine plaintiff’s ability to meet their basic needs] 
 
City of Richland v. Wakefield (2016), 
http://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/index.cfm?fa=opinions.showOpinion&filename=925941MAJ  [found could 
not impose fines on persons with SSDI income only, as indigent, but indicated other measures, including Standard 
could be used to determine whether any LFO (Legal Financial Obligation, including fines, court fees, etc.) could 
be imposed on low income defendants 
 
Testimony before Baltimore City Council, on legislation on establishing a commission on Wages and 
Compensation, sponsored by SEIU (Service Employees International Union) (July 2004) 
 
Statement before the Advisory Council on Unemployment Compensation, "Reframing the Issues:  the UI Program 
in a time of Block Grants and Working Mothers", (May, 1995). 
 
"Moving from Welfare to the Workplace,"  Testimony before the Subcommittee on Human Resources, 
Committee on Ways and Means, U.S. House of Representatives Contract With America Hearings on Welfare 
Reform (February, 1995). 
 
Statement before the Working Group on Welfare Reform, Family Support and Independence, Washington, D.C. 
(August, 1993). 
 
Testimony before the Subcommittee on Human Resources, Committee on Ways and Means, U.S. House of 
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Representatives, Washington, D.C. (September, 1992). 
 
Expert Witness, school segregation and housing patterns, Rocky Mount, North Carolina, for the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund (1991). 
 
Testimony before the Subcommittee on Human Resources, Committee on Ways and Means, U.S. House of 
Representatives, on Women and Unemployment Insurance Issues (February, 1991) 
 
Testimony before the Joint Select Task Force on the Changing Family, California Legislature, on  Housing and 
Homelessness Trends and the Single Parent Family (April, 1989). 
 
Testimony before the Subcommittee on Housing and Community Development, Committee on Banking, Finance, 
and Urban Affairs, U.S. House of Representatives, on the Invisible Homeless and Federal Housing Policies 
(March, 1989). 
 
Testimony before the U.S. Senate, Committee on Labor and Human Resources, Subcommittee on 
 Children, Drugs, and Alcoholism, on Child Care Workers' Salaries (March, 1988). 
 
Testimony before the U.S. Senate, Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on the Constitution, on amending Title 
VIII of the Civil Rights Act (the Fair Housing Act) to forbid housing discrimination against families with children 
(April, 1987). 
 
Testimony before the U.S. House of Representatives, Education and Labor Committee, on the costs of child care 
in proposed welfare reform legislation (May, 1987). 
 
Testimony before Montgomery County (MD) Council on Crossways, proposed housing project for women-
maintained families in transition (May, 1987). 
 
Expert Witness, NAACP, Milwaukee, on school and housing segregation (1987). 
Testimony before the U.S. House of Representatives, Employment Opportunities Subcommittee on the "invisible 
ghetto" of part-time and temporary workers (July, 1987) 
 
Testimony before the U.S. Congress, House of Representatives, Agriculture Committee, Subcommittee on 
Domestic Marketing, Consumer Relations and Nutrition, on "workfare" and food stamps (September, 1986). 
 
Testimony before the Advisory Council on Intergovernmental Relations, White House Hearings on  Welfare 
Reform (September, 1986). 
 
Expert Witness, school desegregation, white flight and housing, for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund in 
Savannah, Georgia (1986). 
 
Testimony before the U.S. Congress, House of Representatives, Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional Rights, 
Hearing on Proposed Fair Housing Legislation, on the extent and impact of discrimination against families with 
children in the rental of housing (July, 1986). 
 
Testimony before the Montgomery County Women's Commission, Women and Homelessness (April, 1986). 
 
Testimony at hearings before the Human Services Committee, DC City Council on Workfare Legislation (April, 
1986). 
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Testimony at DC Wage and Hours Board, Hearing on Minimum Wage Levels for Household and Day Care 
Workers (August, 1984). 
 
Testimony at hearings on the Feminization of Poverty, Illinois Commission on the Status of Women (February, 
1984). 
 
Expert Witness for the NAACP on the relationship of public housing policies, school and housing segregation in 
Yonkers, New York, (1983-84). (United States v. City of Yonkers, et al. Civil Action #80CIV 6761 LBS 
(Southern District of New York) 
 
Testimony before the U.S. Congress, U.S. House of Representatives, Select Committee on Children, Youth and 
Families, on Impact of Demographic Trends, the Recession, Economy and Federal Budget cuts on the income 
levels and viability of poor families (July, 1983). 
 
Leadoff Witness, Hearings before the California State Assembly on the "Feminization of Poverty" (April, 1983). 
 
Expert Witness, Maryland State Board of Education on impact of proposed school closings and pupil 
reassignments on school and housing segregation in Montgomery County (1982). 
 
Testimony before the U.S. Congress, U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Civil and Constitutional 
Rights, September, 1981, on my research on the relationship between school and housing segregation/integration. 
 
Expert Witness, hearing before Maryland State Board of Education regarding effects of closing a racially 
integrated school in Baltimore County on the future stability of the neighborhood and its schools (1981). 
 
Expert Witness (for the Justice Department) on school and housing segregation, Ouachita Parish/Monroe, 
Louisiana (July, 1979). 
 
COMMUNITY AND PROFESSIONAL (ACADEMIC) SERVICE 
Member, Center for Women and Democracy Delegation to Morocco, November 2009; Vietnam, 2011 
 
Member, Fulbright Association Board, 2007-2012 
 
Member, Award Committee for Public Sociologist, American Sociological Association, 2005-2008 
 
President (2009-2015) and Board Member (1999-2015t), Seattle-Tashkent Sister City Association, [hosts 
delegations from Tashkent and sends delegations to Tashkent, and related public forums and lectures on Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan & Central Asia]; Participant, official STSCA delegation visits to Tashkent, March 2002 & March 
2004; Leader, 40th Anniversary Official Delegation to Tashkent (August-September, 2013)   
 
Founding Board Member, Shalom Zone/Young Adult Shelter d.b.a. R.O.O.T.S. [provides shelter, food, mental 
health/counseling and other services for young adults 18-25 in the University District]. (1999-2005). 
 
Chair, Session “Human Development in Eurasia”, From the Cold War to Post-Communism: Sixty Years of 
REECAS (1947-2007), REECAS Northwest: The Thirteenth Annual Russian, East European and Central Asian 
Studies Northwest Conference (April, 2007) 
 
Chair, Session “Gender Issues in Central Asia:  Empirical Studies in Uzbekistan,” Central Eurasian Studies 
Society, Fifth Annual Conference, Indiana University (Bloomington) (October 2004) 
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Member, Community Advisory Committee, Nickel and Dimed [play based on book by Barbara Ehrenreich], 
Intiman Theatre, Seattle, WA, [included creating mock online Self-Sufficiency Calculator] (July-August, 2002) 
 
School of Social Work, University of Washington 

Committees served on:  Diversity (1998-2001); International Committee (including International Social 
Work Extravaganza [fair]), (2000-present); Task Force on Policy for new curriculum; Task Force on new 
Poverty and Inequality course for the new curriculum; role-playing participant, Legislative Simulations 
[Nancy Amidei] (1998-present); BASW Curriculum Committee (1998-2006). 
 

REECAS (Russian East European Central Asian Studies) Center Faculty member, University of Washington, 
(1998-present) 

Executive Committee (Spring, 2007-2014) 
Committee on Admissions (Spring, 2003; Spring, 2014). 
 

Women’s Studies, University of Washington, Adjunct faculty 
Academic advisor to both graduate and undergraduate students 
 

Reviewer for Social Problems, Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, Social Science Review National 
Science Foundation grants. Member, Editorial Board, The American Family. 
 
External Reviewer for Tenure, Karen Christopher, University of Louisville (Kentucky), 2005. 
 
Outside Member, Dissertation Review Committee of Beth Harris, Department of Political Science, University of 
Washington, Summer 1999 
 
Session Presider, Northwest REECAS (Russian, East European, Central Asian Studies) Conference (April, 1999) 
 
Member, Coalition on Human Needs, Task Force on Welfare, 1988-1996; Board Member, Executive Committee 
Member and Secretary, 1989-1996 
 
Member, Board of the National Low Income Housing Coalition (1989-1996). 
 
Member, Interfaith Coalition for Affordable Housing in Montgomery County, Steering Committee and Research 

Committee, 1988-1989. 
 
Board Member, Suburban Maryland Fair Housing (1984-1989). 
 
Board Member, National Neighbors (1981-83). 
 
Member (1981-84), and Chair (1984-85), Catholic University President's Commission on Affirmative Action. 
 
Member (1985-87), and Chair (1987-1989), A.S.A. Committee on National Statistics. 
 
Member, Thesis Committee of Julia Parks, Department of Sociology, American University (1984-86). 
 
Member, Research Committee and Methods Exam Committee, Department of Sociology, American University 

(1985-86). 
 
S.W.S. Observer, A.S.A. National Council Meetings (1981). 
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Session Organizer and Chair, 1981, A.S.A. Meetings (Toronto) on "New Approaches to School Desegregation." 
 
Member, A.S.A. Selection Committee for the Award for a Career of Distinguished Scholarship (1980). 
 
Session Presider, 1979 A.S.A. Meetings, September, 1979, on Sex Roles. 
 
Session Organizer for Midwest Sociological Society Meetings, April, 1979, on school desegregation and housing 

discrimination. 
 
Member and Chair, Minority Affairs Committee, School of Social Work, University of Illinois (1975-77). 
 
TASK FORCE, STUDY AND WORKING GROUP PARTICIPATION 
Member, Advisory Board, Kerner Commission 40th Anniversary Report, Milton Eisenhower Foundation 
 
Invited Participant, The Mobility Agenda Consultation on Low-Wage Jobs, Seattle, Washington, April, 2007 
 
Presenter, Labor Caucus, Washington State Legislature (on poverty and self-sufficiency in Washington state) 
March 2007 
 
Convenor, Task Force on Housing Issues in Welfare Reform, 1994-1996 
 
Member, Coalition on Women and Job Training, and Welfare Reform Task Force, 1992-1996 
Founding Member and Co-Chair, Women and Housing Task Force, National Low-Income Housing Coalition, 
1988-present; Chair of Research Committee, 1990-present. 
 
Member, Conference Advisory Committee, Conference on Transitional Housing for Families, National Alliance 
to End Homelessness, 1990. 
 
Member, Experts Committee to Review Findings of Focus Groups on Teenage Mothers' Poverty, La Raza, June 
1990. 
 
Participant, Housing Strategy Group, 1988-1991. 
 
Member, National Child Care Staffing Study Council, 1988-1990. 
 
Member, Strategic Task Force, National Congress of Neighborhood Women, 1988-89. 
 
Member, Steering Committee to Create the Institute for Women's Policy Research, 1987. 
 
Organizer and Steering Committee Member, Women Working for Economic Justice Conference (June, 1986). 
 
Member, Food Research and Action Committee-Organized Coalition of Organizations Concerned with Welfare 
Reform (1986-1987). 
 
Charter Member (1985-present), National Coalition on Women, Work and Welfare Reform, and Contributor, 
Perspectives on Women and Welfare Employment (September, 1986). 
 
Member, Working Group on Female-Headed Families in Poverty, Institute for Policy Studies (1986). 
 
Presenter and Participant, Institute for Policy Studies seminar series on the feminization of poverty, new 
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technology, and internationalization of jobs; member and co-author, Women's Economic Agenda Working 
Group (1983-85). 

 
Participant, Working Group on Women and Employment, and Contributor to A Report on Women and 

Unemployment (released November 1, 1985, by the National Employment Action Council) (1985). 
 
Participant and Presenter, Chicago Women in Research Seminar, Chicago Metropolitan Seminar, and the 

Regional Housing Study and Action Group (1975-80). 
 
Workshop Evaluator, Tenth Anniversary Conference of Title VIII (Fair Housing) of the Civil  
 Rights Act, Washington, DC, (1978). 
 
Member, Taeuber-Loewen Writing Group on Schools and Housing, which wrote "School  

Segregation and Residential Segregation:  A Social Science Statement," which was  submitted as an 
appendix to the "Brief for Respondents" in the case of Columbus Board of  Education v. Penick which was 
before the Supreme Court in the 1979 session; it was published in Society 16:5 (July/August, 1979), and in 
Walter Stephan and Joe R. Feagin, eds., School Desegregation:  Past, Present and Future, (New York:  
Plenum Press, 1980). 

 
Discussant, Center for Study of Democratic Institutions, papers presented on Welfare Policy and Trends in 

Poverty (1977). 
 
Participant, Working Group on Women and Employment, and Contributor to A Report on Women and 

Unemployment (released November 1, 1987 by the National Employment Action Council). 
 
CONSULTATIONS/INVITED CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS 
“A New Agenda for the New Poverty:  An Approach Integrating Gender, Race/Ethnic and the Working Poor”, 
Women’s Economic Justice Summit, (April, 2008), Atlanta, GA 
 
“Women’s Lives in Central Asia: Contemporary Issues”, AAUW, Redmond, WA (Feb, 2008) 
 
“What do we Know About the Working Poor in Washington State?” Workforce Council of Seattle-King County 
Forum, Working Hard and Not Getting Ahead:  A conversation About the Working Poor in King County, Seattle, 
WA (October, 2007) 
 
“Self-Sufficiency and Poverty in Montana”, MT State Council on Economic Opportunity (Aug 2007) 
 
Presentation, “Aspects of Culture and Social Welfare in Central Asia”, Northwest Social Studies Teachers 
Association, Chelan, Washington (March, 2007) 
 
Presentation at Eurasia and Eastern European Conference on Women’s Studies, Issyk Kul, Kyrgyzstan, 
“Innovative Teaching Methods/Use of Class Exercises” (August, 2006) 
 
Delegation Member, Seattle-Tashkent Sister City Domestic Violence Training Team, Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
(funded by the U.S. State Department), (March, 2002) 
 
Consultant (with Nodira Asimov, Uzbek Academy of Sciences) to NOVIB-Oxfam (Netherlands) on Activities of 
Women’s Organizations in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan Regarding Domestic Violence and related issues of 
Violence Against Women, (August-September 2002) 
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Principal Presenter, Briefing for Governor Locke (Washington State) on Self-Sufficiency Standard and Impact of 
Proposed Changes in Washington State Minimum Wage Law, Olympia, Washington (September 2002) 
 
Consultant, Evaluation of Women's Initiative Outcome Evaluation of Micro-Enterprise Project, 1999-2000 
 
Family Budget "Summit" Meeting, Economic Policy Institute, Washington, DC, October 1999 
Workshop Presider and Presenter, Paths Out of Poverty:  Wider Opportunities for Women National Conference, 
Washington, DC, October 1999 
 
Workshop Organizer and Presenter, "Getting from Here to There:  Achieving Economic Self-Sufficiency in 
Washington State", Ellensburg, WA, November, 1999 
 
Consultant, Abt Associates/Uzbekistan and Central Asia, World Bank-Government of Uzbekistan Health Reform 
Initiative [helped design and pretest survey, train local social scientists in survey sampling, questionnaire design, 
interviewing, coding, and analysis], 1999 
 
Consultant, Susquehanna [PA] Legal Services, Spring, 1999 [using the self-sufficiency standard in a court case to 
determine need/ability to repay a school loan] 
 
Consultant, Yonkers Family and Community Project, 1997 [overseeing outcomes of Yonkers settlement of United 
States v. City of Yonkers, et al. Civil Action #80CIV 6761 LBS (Southern District of New York), November 1985 
 
Invited Participant, Working Group on the Contingent Labor Force, Spring 1995 
 
Invited Participant, Urban Institute Forum on Poverty and Welfare Reform, Fall 1994-Spring 1995 
 
Invited Participant, Friedan Seminar on Downsizing, Corporate Restructuring, and Workplace Flexibility, Fall 
1994 
 
Consultant, SOZA, Inc., Project Evaluating Role of Child Care Provision in Promoting Success among Job Corps 
Student/Parents, Fall 1994-Spring 1995 
 
Invited Participant, National Housing Conference Convening on "Revisioning Housing Policy" March, 1994 
 
Invited Participant, Low Wage Workers Conference, Department of Labor, March, 1994 
 
Invited Participant, Arlington Hill II Conference, Xerox University, January 1994 
 
Consultant, LINC Project [women and literacy], Spring, 1994 
 
Consultant, Children's Commission of Connecticut, Impact of Job Training on Children and their Mothers, 
Spring-Fall 1990 
 
Consultant, Battered Women's Alternatives, Contra Costa County, CA (April, 1990).  
 
Participant, Women's Agenda Projects Convening, Chicago (July, 1988). 
 
Participant, Conference on MDRC Research on Welfare Reform (May, 1987). 
 
Blue Mountain, Conference on Family Policy (May, 1987). 
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Participant, Framingham Conference on Welfare Reform (June, 1987). 
 
Participant, Conference on Women and Mental Health (October, 1987). 
 
Judge, National Council of Working Women, Media Awards (November, 1987). 
 
Organizer and Participant, Convening for Women's Economic Justice, Bishops Ranch, California (June, 1986). 
 
LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS ON WOMEN AND POVERTY 
The U.S. Economic Crisis and Its Impact on Poverty and Inequality Trends: Challenges and Opportunities from a 

Women’s Perspective, U.S. Embassy, Tashkent, Uzbekistan (February 2009) 
Women, Poverty and the New Administration, ByteBack Forum (January, 2009) 
The Feminization of Poverty: Only in America or a Globalizing Phenomenon?, Center for Gender Studies, 

American University of Central Asia [Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan] (December 2006) 
Women and Social Security:  the Gendered Impact of Proposed Reforms, University of Washington, (April 1999) 
Poverty Post Welfare Reform, Center for Social Demography and Ecology, University of Washington (Feb 1999) 
How we Measure Success in Welfare Reform, University of Chicago-Welfare Forum, Chicago, IL, (December, 

1998) 
Gender and Research on Welfare Reform, Feminist Research Forum, University of Washington, (October, 1998) 
Why Work May Not End Women's Poverty, at "Does Work End Poverty? People, Policies, and Strategies in 

Reforming Welfare", State University of New York, Albany (June 1998) 
Women's Poverty and the Self-Sufficiency Standard, Hearing of the Commission on the Status of Women, 

California Legislature, Sacramento, CA (February, 1998) 
The Impact of Proposed Welfare reform on the Implementation of the VAWA [Violence Against Women Act], 

NOW-LDEF Congressional Briefing (May 1995) 
Welfare Reform as if People Mattered, Partnership with Hope, San Antonio TX (April, 1995) 
The Other Entitlement, Women's Initiative of AARP (November, 1994) 
Welfare Reform from a Women's Perspective, University of Buffalo School of Law, Buffalo, New York 

(November, 1994) 
Welfare Reform and Women, Healthy Choices for Women and Children Conference, Waterbury, CT (November, 

1994) 
Welfare Reform as If Women Really Mattered, IRWG [Institute for Research on Women and Gender, Stanford] 

Associates, New York City, NY (October, 1994) 
Welfare Reform Panel, Advocates for Youth Board Meeting, Washington, D.C. (October, 1994) 
Welfare Reform in Washington and the States:  An Update, Displaced Homemakers' Regional Conference, 

Atlantic City, NJ (September, 1994) 
Unemployment Insurance and the Contingent Worker:  Getting out of the Employer-as-Devil Box, NAIUB 

Conference, Detroit, MI, (June, 1994) 
Unemployment Insurance and Welfare Reform:  Preventing Welfare Dependency, Employment Law Conference, 

Washington, D.C. (March 1994) 
Unemployment Insurance and Women, Employment Law Conference, Washington, D.C. (March 1993) 
Women Workers and Unemployment Insurance Reform, Conference of State Women Legislators, Center for the 

American Women in Politics at Rutgers University, San Diego, California (November 1991) 
Homelessness and Poverty, Lehigh University (November 1991) 
Childcare, Welfare Reform and Women's Poverty, at the World Conference on Education for All, Washington, 

D.C. (October, 1991) 
Teen Motherhood: What is Its Role in Women's Poverty?, Stanford University (October 1991) 
Children and Women's Poverty, Connecticut Women's Assembly (October 1991) 
Women, Work and Poverty, Global Ministries, Women's Division, United Methodists (January 1991) 



Pearce 
Debate (with Lawrence Mead), causes and solutions for Poverty, Colby college (January, 1991) 
If Not for Us, Who? If Not Now, When? A conference on women in housing, Loyola College, Baltimore, MD. 

(June, 1990) 
Women and Homelessness, Univ. of Cincinnati (Feb. 1990) 
Feminization of Poverty, Univ. of California, Santa Cruz. (April, 1990) 
The Invisible Homeless, Virginia Commonwealth University (November, 1989) 
Insight, a Public Affairs program (CNN), (June, 1989) 
A Conference on Women and Poverty, Center for Peace and Justice Education of Villanova University (March, 

1989) 
Addressing the Staffing Crisis, First Annual National Association for the Education of Young Children 

Symposium for Early Childhood Policy and Advocacy (January, 1989) 
Legislative Corps, Seminar on Day Care, American Association of School Administrators (January, 1989) 
Setting Tomorrow's Agenda:  A Symposium on the Emerging Needs of Women, Chicago Women in Philanthropy 

and Chicago Foundation for Women (November, 1988) 
Confronting the Challenge of Realizing Human Rights, Howard University Law School (November, 1988) 
Chicago Foundation for Women, on Women's Economic Status in the Future (November, 1988) 
Civil Rights in the United States, on Women's Struggle for Economic Justice, The Sorbonne (The Universities of 

Paris), Paris, France (October, 1988) 
Focus on the Family:  Needs and Opportunities, Pennsylvania Directors' Association for Community Action, Inc. 

(October, 1988) 
Montgomery County Co-op Nursery Schools, on Child Care Workers' Salaries (May, 1988) 
Conference of Sex Equity Coordinators, on Women and Welfare Reform (May, 1988) 
Fair Housing:  The Unfinished Agenda (Montgomery County, MD) on Women, Housing and Homelessness 

(April, 1988) 
Brookings Institution, Welfare reform consultation (April, 1987) 
National Association of Neighborhoods, Welfare Reform Session (April, 1987) 
University of New Mexico, Conference on Welfare Reform (April, 1987) 
Congressional Caucus on Women's Issues, Briefing on Welfare Reform (April, 1987) 
Bread for the World, Briefing on the Minimum Wage (April, 1987) 
Ad Hoc Child Care Coalition, Briefing on Welfare Reform (May, 1987) 
Dayton Interfaith Council of Churches, Briefing on Welfare Reform (July, 1987) 
Dayton Women Empowered, Briefing on Welfare Reform (July, 1987) 
Kansas Association of CAP Agencies, Women in Poverty (September, 1987) 
Wider Opportunities for Women/Displaced Homemakers Network "All in a Day's Work" Conference, Women 

and Welfare Reform (November, 1987) 
Donors' Forum, Council on Foundations, Chicago (March, 1987) 
National Council of Churches, Consultation on Poverty and Welfare Reform (January, 1987) 
Women, Homelessness and Poverty, University of Maryland-Baltimore (January, 1987) 
NETWORK Board Meeting (December, 1986) 
Commenter, White House Report on the Family, WAMU Radio (November, 1986) 
Keynote Speaker, Women Against Poverty Conference, Wisconsin (October, 1986) 
National Anti-Hunger Coalition (October, 1986) 
National Nutrition Educators Conference (July, 1986) 
National Council of Senior Citizens, Annual Meeting (July, 1986) 
Montgomery County Nutrition Seminar (June, 1986) 
California Democratic State Senators Retreat (May, 1986) 
New Directions Conference (May, 1986) 
"The Feminization of Poverty Today," Kansas City Catholic Charities Conference (May, 1986) 
"Women & Workfare," Grey Panthers (April, 1986) 
"Women and the Increase in Economic Inequalities," Institute for Policy Studies (March, 1986) 



Pearce 
"Women, Work & Welfare," WKYS Radio (February, 1986) 
Women in Leadership Seminar, Washington Center (DC) (January, 1986) 
Women's Studies Department, American University (November, 1985) 
Council on Foundations, Presentation on Demographics of Poverty (November, 1985) 
Southern Regional Council Annual Meeting, New Agendas on Poverty (November, 1985) 
Cleveland City Club (Luncheon address rebroadcast on radio/TV) (November, 1985) 
WSOS (Fremont, Ohio) 20th anniversary of War on Poverty (September, 1985) 
Seattle Diocese (Conference on Bishops' letter on the Economy) (May, 1985) 
University of Notre Dame (May, 1985) 
World Feminization of Poverty Conference, Ann Arbor, MI (April, 1985) 
Keynote Speaker, Women's Commission Annual Dinner, Catholic University (April, 1985) 
Health and Human Services Institute, Federation for Community Planning (March, 1985) 
American Jewish Committee Leadership Conference (November, 1985) 
Urban Planners and Architects (October, 1984) 
Washington Theological Union (October, 1984) 
Catholic Laymen's Committee on the Economy (July, 1984) 
Chicago Urban League (June, 1984) 
Women's Equity Action League, Annual Meeting (May, 1984) 
UCLA Graduate School of Architecture and Urban Planning (April, 1984) 
Arizona State University Conference on Women in Poverty (March, 1984) 
Johns Hopkins University (March, 1984) 
National Conference of Jewish Women (January, 1984) 
Workshop Speaker, Conference of State Women Legislators (December, 1983) 
Bryn Mawr Conference on the Feminization of Poverty (October, 1983) 
Keynote Speaker, Kansas University Social Work Day (April, 1983) 
Morning Edition, National Public Radio (October, 1983) 
Women's Legal Defense Fund (April, 1983) 
Funding Friends (Women foundation officers in the Washington, DC area) 
Lecture, "The Feminization of Poverty," Capital Area Sociologists for Women in Society (March, 1983) 
Keynote Address, "Feminization of Poverty," Hull House Association Annual Meeting (May, 1983) 
The Campaign for Human Development (November, 1982) 
Women Employed (November, 1982) 
 
LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS ON SCHOOL DESEGREGATION AND/OR HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION 
Presentations on the relationship between school and housing segregation and desegregation at U.S. Department 

of Housing and Urban Development, Center for Urban Education (Chicago schools), League of 
Women Voters, National Neighbors, Fair Housing Center Directors' Conference, Howard 
University, Center for Social Organization of Schools (Johns Hopkins University), South Suburban 
Housing Center (Chicago) Conference, Milwaukee Board of Education, Montgomery County (MD) 
Fair Housing Day, Wisconsin State-Wide Conference on Fair Housing (1979-84). 

 
Moderator and Speaker, "Changing Demographic Patterns:  The Impact of Fair Housing," Fifteenth Anniversary 

of the Fair Housing Act Conference (April, 1985). 
 
Presentations on effect of planned school closings on levels of segregation in Montgomery County before the 

Maryland Advisory Committee of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Suburban Education 
Forum, and Martin Luther King Forum (1981-82). 
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